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Village and Town Life in China. By Kew Koh Leong and Li 

Ktjng Tao. London: Allen and Unwin, 1915. Pp. 168. 5s. 
Village Government in British India. By John Matthai, with a 

Preface by Sidney Webb. London: T. Fisher Unwin, Ltd., 

1915. Pp. xix+211. 45. 6d. 
Land and Labour in a Deccan Village. By Harold H. Mann. 

University of Bombay Economic Series No. 1. London and 

Bombay: Humphrey Milford, Oxford University Press, 1918. 

Pp. v+184. 55. 
Some South Indian Villages. By Gilbert Slater. "University 

of Madras Economic Studies," Vol. I. London, Bombay, 

Madras, New York: Oxford University Press, 1918. Pp. 265. 
Local Government in Ancient India. By Radahakamud Mookerjt. 

"Mysore University Studies, Historical Series I." Oxford, 

1919. Pp. 229. 125. 6d. 
In recent studies the writer has happened on the foregoing works, 
which, although they are not new, do not seem to have been noticed in 
this Journal or to have been brought to the attention of rural sociologists 
in America. These books give us new insight into the social life of 
the Far East and will merit study by all who are interested in a broad 
understanding of the rural community. The first two titles are by 
former students of the London School of Economics and illustrate the 
broad reach of its studies. 

Village and Town Life in China is the best thing on the subject 
since Smith's Village Life in China, and supplements it admirably. 
Part I, by Mr. Leong, is on the village and Part II, by Mr. Tao, is on 
the town. The discussion of the family system, the ideals of education, 
the clan, and the temple, give us a view of these institutions through 
the eyes of natives who have had the advantages of a Western education, 
but who still see the values of their own culture. The discussion of 
education is particularly challenging to American educators. 

Mr. Matthai's discussion of local government in British India covers 
the whole subject admirably, and the Preface by Sidney Webb contains 
suggestions of value. A general sketch of village government is followed 
by chapters on "Education," "Poor Relief," "Sanitation," "Public 
Works," "Watch and Ward," and "Administration and Justice." 
This is the best summary of the Indian village since Baden-Powell's 
The Indian Village Community. 
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Dr. Mookerji's study of Local Government in Ancient India, supple- 
ments the last title and covers some of the same historical ground, but 
more fully. It is drawn from epigraphical sources and reveals a unique 
system of local government. 

Dr. Mann's Life and Labour in a Deccan Village is a monograph 
of the economic life of a village near the Poona Agricultural College 
and gives detailed statistical evidence with regard to the system of farm 
management and the standard of living, as well as much information on 
the social situation. 

Dr. Slater's studies of South Indian villages, consist of economic and 
social studies of a number of villages made by himself and his students, 
and give a wealth of detail compiled with social insight. A schedule used 
in making the studies is given and they form a model for such studies 
by others. Although they deal more largely with the economic side 
of village life, the social situation is well described, though more from 
a structural than a functional standpoint. If teachers in all parts of 
the world could secure such studies through their students and the 
best of them could be so edited and published, we would soon have real 
sources for the comparative study of the present social significance of the 
rural community. 

Dwight Sanderson 

Cornell University 

A Lithuanian Village. By Leon Kobrin. New York: Brentano's, 
1920. Pp. x+193. $i-75- 
This is a volume of sketches which introduces us into the intimate 
life of Jewish community in a Lithuanian village. Aside from the liter- 
ary charm of the sketches themselves, the book is a valuable contribution 
to our knowledge of the cultural backgrounds of the most enterprising 
and vigorous elements among our recent immigrants, the Russian and 
Polish Jew. In recent years a number of autobiographies like that of 
Rose Cohen's Out of the Shadow and Mary Antin's The Promised Land 
have introduced us into the inner life of the Ghetto as it is reflected in 
the life of the younger generation of Jewish immigrants in this country. 
These sketches, first published in Yiddish for a Jewish audience with 
whom the memories of the old country are still fresh, take the reader 
back, in a series of vivid pictures, into the life of the village from which 
our Mary Antins, Rose Cohens, and all the younger generation who have 
contributed so much to the literature of our cosmopolitan New York 
lif e sprang. An introduction by the translator indicates that the author 



